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stones. Diodorus Siculus. Writing about half a
century before our era, says of Arabia Washed by
the Red Sea: there is in this country a temple
greatly revered by Arabs. These words must refer
to the holy house of Mecca, for we know of no
other which ever commanded suck universal
homage. Early Historical Tradition gives no trace
of its first construction. Some authorised assert that
the Amelikites rebuilt the edifice which they found
and retained it for a time under their charge. All
agree it was in existance under the Jurham (about
the time of the christian era) and being injured by a
flood of rain was then repaired. Tradition
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